




Students who exceed this timeframe may not submit an appeal based on changes in major. 
Students may only submit an appeal if they have already earned one or more graduate degrees 
at FAU, as this creates the appearance of excessive credit attempts. 

 
IMPORTANT NOTE REGARDING TIMEFRAME: Excessive transfer credits, changes in major, 
double majors, or changes and/or additions of minor(s) may cause students to reach their 
maximum attempted credit timeframe, and lose their eligibility, prior to earning their degree. 
A student’s timeframe will not be extended to accommodate changes in major unless the 
student was 



Remedial Courses: 
Remedial courses, taken as part of FAU’s Individualized Learning Plan (ILP), are excluded from the 
SAP review process. 
 
Repeated Courses: 
Repeated courses are included in the student’s attempted credit total in evaluating Pace and 
Timeframe. 
 
Both attempts of a repeated FAU course will count in the attempted credit total, but only 
the second attempt will count in the earned credit total. However, attempting repeated FAU 
courses can reduce the student’s completion 

courses 

https://www.fau.edu/finaid/pdf/appeal-gpa-pace.pdf


4. If you have submitted a SAP appeal in a prior term, documentation of special 
circumstances must be different from prior appeal(s) or documented satisfactory 
academic progress is required (no failing grades or withdrawals).  Undergraduate 
students: 6 credits of satisfactory academic completion; Graduate students: 
satisfactorily complete 9 credits in one semester. 

5. If GPA is below 1.0 (Undergraduate) or 2.0 (Graduate) and/or Pace is below 50%, 
documentation of special circumstances or documented satisfactory academic progress 
is required (no failing grades or withdrawals).  Undergraduate students: 6 credits of 
satisfactory academic completion; Graduate students: satisfactorily complete 9 credits 
in one semester. 

6. I will be notified of the appeal decision via my FAU student email within three weeks of 
fully completed SAP Appeal submission. 

7. If I am registered for courses and my appeal has not been reviewed/approved before 
the payment deadline for tuition and fees, I am responsible for all charges, or I can 
officially drop my class(es) before the deadline to avoid charges. 

8. If my GPA and/or Pace appeal is approved, I must meet the conditions of the CRITERIA 





making Satisfactory Academic Progress. Once you meet the SAP standards, any financial aid 
you are eligible for will be reinstated. 
 
What does Pace and Timeframe mean? 
All students (undergraduate and graduate) must earn a minimum of 67% of the total credits 
attempted in their current level. Pace is determined by dividing the total number of credit 
hours earned by the total number of credit hours attempted. 
A student’s maximum timeframe cannot exceed 150% of the credits in an academic program. 
For example, if your program requires 120 credits, 120X 1.5 = 180 credits. Thus, a student 
must complete their degree within 180 credits. 

 
What 


